CATCHING THIEVES.                    CHAP.
read once over it? from the commencement to the part where
it saith, " and he said, that my people knew how merciful
64 God hath been unto me, for he hath highly honoured
-at
cc roe."__(Sale's Qpran> chap, xxxvi. p* 802 to bottom of
p. 304. Ed. 1825.)
When the name of the individual who is the thief happens
to be on it, it will undoubtedly vibrate from side to side.
A certain method, which I have seen with my own eyes,
is this. They apply some of any kind of lamp-black to the
bottom of a kusund ka kutora ;* and having assembled a
parcel of boys, direct them to place their hands, one by one,
upon it. Whatever boy it may be, on the placing of whose
hands the cup begins to move, the thief-catcher keeps his
hands upon those of the boy, and says, " May the cup
fc move towards him who is the thief; or, may it go to the
" place where the property is concealed;"" and there is no
doubt, but it will happen as he wishes.
To try the experiment, this teacher of the alphabet had
it performed at his own house, when a girl had taken his
sister's nuth\ hid it in sijam (drinking cup), and covered it
with a khwancha (a small tray). On his sister's mentioning
to him the circumstance of her nutft having been stolen,
and requesting him to endeavour to find out the thief, he
assembled a few boys, and having applied a little lamp-black
to the bottom of a cup, he got them to place their hands on
it. On one of them so doing the cup began to move, when
he desired it to go in the direction of the thief, and imme-
diately it proceeded to the water-closet, where they found
the girl hid. He then desired it to proceed to the spot
where the nutW was concealed, and it went straight to the
cup in which the nuttt was hidden, and there remained
* A bell-metal cup ; from Tcusund, bell-metal, and kuiora? a cup.